22-. A method f or testing a sample o f bi o logi c fluid, comprising the steps of: 

providing a container f o r h o lding th e samp l e, sa i d c on tainer ha v ing a chamber with a 

f ir st wall and a transparent second wall, and a label attached to said container, said la b el 
con t aining info rmation which is used in the performance of one or m or e tests; 

5 providing a reader-module which receives said container, said reader module including c 

lab el r eader for reading said lab e l and a field i llu m i na t or fo r s elec t ively illuminating on e or m o n 
fields of the sample, each sample field having a known or ascertainable area; 

depositing s a id sample within said chamber, wherein said sample qu i esc e n t ly res i des v 

said chamber thereafter; 

10 reading said label with said label reader, thereby communicating to said reader module 

from said container said information which is used in th e performa n c e of said one or more 
tests; and 

selectively imaging one or more o f said sample fields using sa i d field illuminator. 

15 33-. A method a ccording t o claim 32, further c omprising the steps of: 

providing a positioner within said re a der modu le, said positioner being operable to 

sel e ctively chang e t he position of one of said chamb e r or said fi e ld illuminator relative to the 
other of said c hamber or said field illumina tes- 

selectively positioning said chamber relative to said field illuminator - ; - 

20 

34-. A method according to claim 33, further comprising the steps of: 

providing means for spatially locating said chamber relative to said field illuminator; 

positioning said fi e ld illu mi nator relativ e to said chamb e r using said spatially locating 
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3-5, A method according t o claim 3i, f arther pr ovid in g the s te p ofe 

provid i ng a thr ough pl an e thickness or a v ol um e of said sample field and a spa t ial 

■ lo c ation o f sai d samp l e field as a par t of said information used in the perf o rma n ce of said one 
or more tests. 

5 

34. A method according to claim 34 , further comprising the steps of: — 

providing a known co n cent rat ion of a sensible colorant uniformly distributed within 

the sample, sai d sen s ible colorant having a know n sign a l to concentration ratio; 

providing said concentration, said signal to concentration ratio, and a spatial location of 

10 said sample field as a part of said information used in the performance of said one or more 

positionin g said fiold illuminator to align with sa i d sample field at said sp a tial location; 

imaging said samp le fi eld; 

d eter mining a v olu m e of said sample field using said informa tion in cluding sai d image of 

15 sai d sam p l e field, said concentration , a nd said signal to conc e ntration ratio. 



¥h A method according to claim 36. further comprising the steps o ft 

providing a reservoir attac hed to sai d cont ainer and a selectively operab l e valve 

functionally disposed between sa i d reservoir and said chamber; 

20 dep o siting said sample within said reservoir prior to said one or more t e sts; 

initiating a test time period by selectively operating said valve to allow said sample 

transfer from said reservoir to said chamber. 
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A method ac cording to claim 3 4, further comp ri s ing the steps o f: 

providing a sensible col orant uniformly distributed within the sample, said sensible 

c olorant having a signal t o c o n centration ratio; 

providing as a part of said information used in the performan c e o f the one or more 

5 tests a f irs t spatial loca tio n for locat i ng a first sample field, a second spat ia l locat i on fo g 

lo ca ting a s ec o n d sample field, wherein said fi r st and second fields have equal volumes, and a 
geometric characteristic having a d isp la c ement volume, said characteristic positioned within 
one of said first or second sample fields; 

positioning said field illuminator to align with said first spatial location; 

10 imaging said first sample field; 

— positioning said field illuminator t o al i gn with said first second location; 

imaging said second sample field; 

dete rm i n i ng said vo l ume of o ne of s aid first or second sample fi e lds usin g said images 

of said first and second sampl e fields, said displacement volume of said geom e tric feat u re, and 
15 said signal to concentration ratio. 
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